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Town Council Minutes     Tuesday, March 8, 2011 
Morehead City, North Carolina 
 
 The Honorable Council of the Town of Morehead City met in regular session on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., in the Municipal Building Auditorium at 202 South 8th Street, 
Morehead City, North Carolina.  Those in attendance were: 
 
 MAYOR:    Gerald A. Jones, Jr. 
 MAYOR PRO-TEM:   Demus L. Thompson 
 COUNCILMEN:   George W. Ballou  
      Paul W. Cordova      
      David Horton  
                                                                 John F. Nelson  
 CITY MANAGER:   R. Randy Martin 
 CITY CLERK:   Jeanne M. Giblin [Absent] 
 DEPUTY CITY CLERK:  Janet Hill 
 CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE: Nelson Taylor, III, Derek Taylor, Michael Thomas 

  OTHERS:    Ray Harris, Matt and Mindy Fitzpatrick, Rich Farrell, Bill 
Taylor, Mike Thomas, Joan Lamson, Ken Wood, Stephen Draughon, Pete Gherini, Lisa Pelletier 
Harman, Delores Femia Lewenburg, Carolyn Dennis, Sandy Bell, Shana Olmstead, John and 
Karen Mault, Jane Gordon, Craig Weber, Rebecca Marsor, Sandy Bell, Jeff Garner, Catherine 
Elkins; Linda Staab, Planning/Inspections Director; Donald Gray, Craig Hassuer, David Sledge; 
Reporter Ben Hogwood, Carteret News Times and several others 

 
I. Regular Meeting Call to Order, Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Councilman Thompson gave the 
invocation and all joined in The Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. Special Presentations:  
  
II.A. Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 in Appreciation to Karen J. Mault for over 28 
 Years of Service  
  
 It is customary for the Town of Morehead City to present retiring employees with a 
Resolution of Retirement. Karen J. Mault has worked as Chemist for the Public Utilities 
Department for over 28 years.   
 
 Mayor Jerry Jones presented Karen with a Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 and    
stated Karen had been a dedicated public servant.  Mayor Jones commended Karen for her 
service and dedication to the citizens of Morehead City.    
 
II.B. Resolution of Retirement 2011- 08 in Appreciation to Floyd “Dwight”  Lucas  
 for over 30 Years of Service    
 
  Mayor Jerry Jones acknowledged Floyd “Dwight” Lucas who was currently out of 
town and unable to accept Resolution of Retirement 2011-08 in Appreciation for over 30 Years 
of Service.  Dwight will be presented the Resolution 2011-8 at a later date. 
   
III. Adoption of the CONSENT AGENDA 
 
III.A. Approval of Minutes: Tuesday, February 8, 2011, Regular Meeting 
 
 Approved the minutes of Tuesday, February 8, 2011, Regular Meeting, and dispensed 
with the reading. 
              
III.B. Approve Requests for Release of Overpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes for 
 February 2011, in the amount of $4,054.80; and Accept the Tax Collector and 
 Finance Director Reports for February 2011 
 
 Approved requests for Release of overpayment of ad valorem taxes for February 2011, in 
the amount of $4,054.80; and accepted the Tax Collector and Finance Director Reports for 
February 2011. 
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III.C. Authorize a Fire/EMS Department “Piggyback” Bid Waiver of Competitive Bidding, 
G.S. 143-129[g] for the Purchase of One [1] Mobile Ambulance Bus 

 
 G.S. 143-129 allows a governmental unit to waive the competitive bidding requirement 
and “piggyback” the contract of another unit that has already received competitive bids at the 
same or more favorable terms as long as the other unit has purchased the desired apparatus, 
materials and/or equipment after having completed a public, formal bid process within the last 
12 months.  After research, Fire Chief Wes Lail recommended the City piggyback the purchase 
of a Mobile Ambulance Bus [MAB] that was recently acquired by Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland in October 2010.   
 
 The funding source for the MAB is an approved 2010 State Homeland Security grant in 
the amount of $357,000 which was made available to Morehead City to acquire a Medical 
Ambulance Bus [MAB]. The funding was authorized for State Domestic Preparedness Region 
[DPR] 3 which includes Carteret County and was made available because a lack of access to 
this equipment was an identified deficiency in Region 3.  The state wants to distribute resources 
throughout the region with a bus being located in this vicinity. At the February 8, 2011, Town 
Council Meeting, the Council unanimously authorized acceptance of the state Homeland 
Security grant in the amount of $357,000 for the purchase of the MAB and adopted a Budget 
Ordinance Amendment regarding this acquisition.  The Public Safety Committee of the Council 
recommended acquisition of the MAB. 
 
 Authorized a Fire/EMS Department “Piggyback” Bid Waiver of Competitive Bidding, G.S. 
143-129[g] for the Purchase of One [1] Mobile Ambulance Bus as recommended. 
  
III.D. Contiguous Annexation requested by Flowers Development Corporation, for 
 property located at 310 Friendly Road, PIN #6376-1313-1941-000, 3.9 acres – 
 Adopt Resolution 2011-04 Directing the Clerk to Investigate the Petition and 
 Resolution 2011-05 Setting the date of the public hearing for Tuesday, April 
 12, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 The property under consideration for annexation is contiguous to the present City limits, 
contains approximately 3.9 acres and is currently zoned IU [Unoffensive Industry] District.  The 
site in question is part of a subdivision, the remainder of which was previously annexed; 
therefore, the annexation will not fragment a subdivision.  The current tax value of the property 
is estimated to be $403,880.  Based on a 22-cent tax rate, $888.54 in tax revenues would be 
generated.  Water and sewer will be accessed from Friendly Road.  All costs associated with 
extending water/sewer service to the newly annexed property will be the responsibility of the 
owner. 
 
 Adopted Resolution 2011-04 Directing the City Clerk to investigate the petition and 
Resolution 2011-05 Setting the date of the public hearing for Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at 5:30 
p.m.  [Resolutions 2011-04 and 2011-05 are attached to and made a part of these minutes]. 
 
III.E. Adopt Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 for Karen J. Mault and Resolution of 
 Retirement 2011-08 for Floyd “Dwight” Lucas 
 
 Adopted Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 for Karen J. Mault and Resolution of 
Retirement 2011-08 for Floyd “Dwight” Lucas.  [Resolutions 2011-07 and 2011-08 are attached 
to and made a part of these minutes.] 
 
III.F. Adopt Resolution 2011-06 Endorsing the Third Annual Reelin’ for Research, 
 Inc. Fishing Tournament and Authorizing Action Necessary for the event to be 
 held May 7, 2011, on the Morehead City Waterfront 
 
 This is the second year that Reelin’ for Research, Inc., has requested to use Downtown 
Morehead City as the setting for their annual fishing tournament which raises money for the 
North Carolina Children’s Promise, a statewide year-round campaign to promote the North 
Carolina’s Children’s Hospital.  To date, this organization has raised $70,000 toward its charity.  
The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the request and recommended approval. 
 
 Adopted Resolution 2011-06 Endorsing the Third Annual Reelin’ for Research, Inc. 
Fishing Tournament and Authorizing Action Necessary for the event to be  held May 7, 2011, on 
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the Morehead City Waterfront.  [Resolution 2011-06 is attached to and made a part of these 
minutes.] 
 
III.G. Adopt Resolution 2011-09 Endorsing Military Appreciation Day and  Authorizing 
 Action Necessary for the event to be held on Friday & Saturday, June 3 & 4, 2011, 
 on the Morehead City Waterfront 
 
 The first Military Appreciation Day [MAD] started in Raps Restaurant on May 21, 2006, 
and has since grown to include a good portion of downtown Morehead City.   Military 
Appreciation Day is an event dedicated to a day of fishing, food and live entertainment for active 
duty military, guard and reserve members and their families.  The organization is sponsored to 
thank those who serve America in the Military and show appreciation for their dedication, 
sacrifice and accomplishments.  The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the 
request and recommended approval. 
 
 Adopted Resolution 2011-09 Endorsing Military Appreciation Day and Authorizing Action 
Necessary for the event to be held on Friday & Saturday, June 3 & 4, 2011, on the Morehead 
City Waterfront.  [Resolution 2011-09 is attached to and made a part of these minutes.] 
 
III.H. Adopt FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget Calendar 
 
 The draft preliminary FY2011/2012 Budget Calendar is presented for Council 
consideration. Municipalities in North Carolina are governed by the Local Government Budget 
and Fiscal Control Act which provides a uniform system of budget adoption, administration and 
monetary control.  The adoption of this preliminary calendar sets a timetable for ultimate 
consideration of budget ordinance adoption at the regular Town Council Meeting on June 14, 
2011.  Work session dates will be scheduled to minimize conflicts with individual schedules. 
 
 Adopted FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget Calendar.  [FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget 
Calendar is attached to and made a part of these minutes.] 

 
III.I. Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 to Transfer $44,000 Originally 
 Budgeted for Interim Loan Interest for Fire/EMS Station #2 to the Fire/EMS  Station 
 #2 Replacement Capital Project Fund; Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-
 06 to Update the Newport River Water Access Capital Project Fund; and Adopt 
 Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 to  Recognize the Transfer from the 
 Water/Sewer [Operating] Fund to pay for City’s Share of Various Project 
 Related Costs 
 
 The purpose of Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 is to transfer $44,000 originally 
budgeted for interim loan interest for the Fire/EMS Station #2 replacement in the operating fund 
to the Fire/EMS Station #2 Replacement Capital Project Fund for project related expenses.  
There is no increase in expenditures in this fund.   
 
 Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-06 is to update the budget for grant activity.  This 
amendment reduces revenue related to the Newport River Water Access Dredging Grant in the 
amount of $23,500 as eligible costs were less than anticipated.  Expenditures are reduced by 
the same amount.  This amendment also increases revenue in the amount of $40,000 from a 
WAMI Grant for restroom related improvements.  Expenditures are increased by the same 
amount. 
 
 Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 recognizes a transfer from the Water/Sewer 
[Operating] Fund to pay for the City’s share of project related costs as noted in the amendment.  
This transfer is related to the City’s share of such projects as Spooner’s Creek Yacht Club, 
Radio Island Phase II, Mariner’s Point, Morgan Street, The Vinings, etc. 
 
 The Finance Committee of the Council previously reviewed the necessity for the 
proposed budget ordinance amendments and recommended approval.  The Council at the 
February Meeting agreed to make the Fire/EMS Station #2 project transfer. 
 
 Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 to transfer $44,000 originally budgeted 
for interim loan interest for Fire/EMS Station #2 to the Fire/EMS Station #2 Replacement Capital 
Project Fund; Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-06 to update the Newport River 
Water Access Capital Project Fund; and Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 to 
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Recognize the transfer from the Water/Sewer [Operating] Fund to pay for the City’s share of 
various project related costs.  [Budget Ordinance Amendments 2011-05, 2011-06 and 2011-07 
are attached to Ordinance Book #6 in the vault.] 

   
III.J. Adopt Ordinance 2011-08 Amending Chapter 9, Motor Vehicles and Traffic,  Article 
 VII, Traffic Schedules, Sec. 9-182, Schedule XVI – No Parking this Side 
 
 The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the need for a proposed ordinance 
to restrict parking along a portion of the east side of the 200 block and the entire east side of the 
300 block of North 12th Street.  This will prohibit parking along the side of the newly completed 
Police Department building as well as the handicapped access ramp at the west end of the 
Charles Wallace building and to prohibit vehicles from blocking access to the off-street parking 
area located between the buildings.  The Committee recommended that the Council adopt the 
ordinance as proposed. 
 
 Adopted Ordinance 2011-08 Amending Chapter 9, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Article VII, 
Traffic Schedules, Sec. 9-182, Schedule XVI – No Parking this Side.  [Ordinance 2011-08 is 
attached to Ordinance Book #6 in the vault.] 
 
III.K.  Release Letter of Credit # SB93260 for East Gate Plaza, Flowers Development 
 Corporation 
 
 Public Works Director David McCabe has confirmed that the roadway and drainage 
improvements related to construction for East Gate Plaza have been completed.  Test results 
for stone and asphalt densities have been received and are acceptable.  Public Utilities Director 
Daniel Williams has also confirmed that water and sewer installation has been completed.  
Based upon these verifications, the Council is requested to authorize the release of the letter of 
credit for the project. 
 
 Released Letter of Credit # SB93260 for East Gate Plaza, Flowers Development 
Corporation. 
 
 Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Thompson, and carried 
unanimously, to adopt the CONSENT AGENDA in one [1] motion. 
    
IV.A. Public Hearing:  Request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of 
 Gayle Troyer, to rezone 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and Professional]  District 
 to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District – Adopt Ordinance 2011-03 
 
 Linda Staab, Planning Director reported the applicant submitted a request to rezone 
approximately 0.3 acres located at 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office & Professional] District to 
R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District. The zoning classification of surrounding properties 
includes R-10 to the west and to the north across Elm Street, OP to the south and across Maple 
Lane to the east, and R-15M across Maple Lane to the east.   
 
 Linda Staab, Planning Director reported the Planning Board in a meeting held on 
February 14, 2011 reviewed the request. Jackie Maucher made the MOTION, seconded by 
Curtis Fleshman, to recommend approval of the request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, 
on behalf of Gayle Troyer. The motion carried six [6] to one [1] with Corrine Geer voting against 
the motion. The Planning Committee of the Council reviewed the rezoning request. 
 
 Mayor Jerry Jones OPENED the Public Hearing and asked if anyone wanted to speak 
regarding the request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of Gayle Troyer, to rezone 
303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and Professional] District to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] 
District-Adopt Ordinance 2011-13.  
 
 No one spoke for or against the rezoning.  
 
 Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Hearing. 
 
 Councilman Horton reported that he and Councilman Thompson attended the Planning 
Board Meeting.  
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   Councilman Thompson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Horton, and the motion 
carried unanimously to Adopt Ordinance 2011-03, Request submitted by Patrick and 
Lynn Mann, on behalf of Gayle Troyer, to rezone 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and 
Professional] District to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District. [Ordinance 2011-03 is 
attached to and made a part of these minutes]. 
 
IV.B. PUBLIC HEARING:   Request Submitted by Rebecca Marson to amend the Unified 
 Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 Table of Permissible Uses to allow 
 ‘Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District-Adopt 
 Ordinance 2011-04  
 
 Linda Staab, Planning Director reported a request was submitted by Ms. Marson to allow 
“recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District, which is allowed as a 
Special use in the CN [Commercial Neighborhood] District. Ms. Staab informed the Council that 
the Planning Board Meeting to review the request was held on February 15, 2011. Gordon 
Thayer made the MOTION, seconded by Gordy Patrick to recommend the Council approve the 
amendment and the MOTION carried unanimously. 
 . 
 Councilman Horton requested he be excused from the Public Hearing and action on this 
topic due to a personal conflict of interest related to this request. 
 
 Councilman Ballou MOVED, seconded Councilman Thompson and carried 
unanimously to excuse Councilman Horton from discussion and action on this request 
due to a personal conflict of interest. 
 
 Mayor Jones OPENED the public hearing.  
 
 Ms. Jane Gordon, Counselor representing Rebecca Marson, requested Council to amend 
the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 Table of Permissible Uses to allow 
“Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District. 

  
Ms. Rebecca Marson stated her gymnastic business has been in operation since August, 

2010, and is currently renting 5,000 square feet of space. She states when her business began, 
she had enrolled 75 children, and at present she has a total of 165 and growing.  While the 
current location has limited space, Ms. Marson began her search in need of 26 foot ceiling 
heights, and has found the appropriate facility which is located in the Crystal Coast Business 
Park. Ms. Marson is requesting the Council amend the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] 
and allow “recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use permit. She is planning to purchase the 
facility in the Industrial Park area.  

  
 Councilman Thompson was very happy for Ms. Marson and the growth of her business 
and wished her the best. Councilman Thompson stated that he and Councilman Horton both 
attended the Planning Board Meeting.  
 
 There were no other comments or requests to speak. 
  
 Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Hearing. 
 
 Councilman Thompson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Ballou to Adopt 
Ordinance 2011-04 to amend the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 
Table of Permissible Uses to allow “Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP 
[Port Industrial] District and to Adopt Ordinance 2011-04. The motion carried with a vote 
of four (4) to zero (0) with Councilman Horton excused. [Ordinance 2011-04 is attached and 
made a part of these minutes]. 
 
V. Citizens Request and Comments: 
 
 No Comments. 
  
VI. City Manager’s Report:   Proposed Downtown Morehead City Saturday   
     Market -- Adopt Resolution 2011-10 
 
 The Town of Morehead City has for years promoted activities in the downtown area and 
on the waterfront that further the goals of the City Council for the area.  Activities have included 
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festivals, fishing tournaments, holiday events, sporting events [e.g. boat races], arts and crafts 
displays/sales and other special events.  These events and activities have almost exclusively 
been initiated, promoted and managed by various community organizations and typically by 
nonprofit organizations.  The City Council has by resolution authorized the use of various 
properties and facilities and certain support services for these events.  In cooperation with the 
Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association [DMCRA], the City allows these events to 
promote increased economic activity in the community.  One of the activities authorized in the 
past to create a regular Saturday draw for locals and tourists to the downtown/waterfront was an 
event typically classified as a “market”.  The previous effort focused on arts and crafts and was 
authorized by the Council.  This event only lasted one [1] season.   
 
 For some time, a group of individual downtown business owners have collaborated to 
develop a more comprehensive downtown “market” concept which would include arts and crafts 
but also reach out to involve a wider array of interests including:  farmers, fishermen, locally 
produced products, entertainment, educational groups, nonprofits, etc.  The model for the 
group’s plans has been the Eugene, Oregon “Saturday Market” which is widely recognized as a 
very successful example.   
 
 Before the Council is a request from a proposed nonprofit organization that is being 
formed to create and manage a Morehead City Saturday Market.  The Council is requested to 
approve a resolution endorsing and authorizing the events to be held in downtown as detailed in 
the resolution.  The group proposes the event begin in June and end in December 2011, and 
utilize Katherine Davis Park and other facilities alternating to avoid conflicts with other regular 
downtown/waterfront events.  The event would be held every Saturday except for the North 
Carolina Seafood Festival weekend. 
 
 The proposal has been reviewed by the Planning Committee of the Council and the 
Public Works Committee of the Council and their input has been incorporated into the draft 
resolution particularly that the Council reserve the right to review the activities after 30 days and 
again after 90 days.   
 
 The organizers have met on numerous occasions with City staff.  In coordination with City 
staff, the organizers have met with representatives of the long existing Morehead City Curb 
Market and the privately owned Friendly Market located on Bridges Street Extension at the 
corner of Friendly Road.  Concerns had been expressed from both about the planned downtown 
Saturday Market. 

 
Randy Martin, City Manager stated that representatives of the proposed market had met 

with two (2) Council committees who discussed the proposal in detail, but no actions have been 
taken so far.  

 
Linda Staab, Planning Director stated the Market committee is asking that the Council 

allow the activity from June 4, through December 17th, every Saturday with the primary activities 
being located in Katherine Davis Park except when the facility is already reserved for other 
activities. On those dates, the organizers would request use of the former Police Department 
parking lot located at 202 S. 8th Street, Jaycee Park and portions of the sidewalks along 
Shepard Street. The request is that the Market have use of Jaycee Park for entertainment every 
weekend it is available to complement Katherine Davis Park. The Council’s Planning Committee 
recommends Council review the request after 30 days, during July, 2011 and after 90 days at 
the September, 2011 Town Council Meetings. As noted, the Katherine Davis Park is owned by 
the North Carolina Railroad Company and is leased by the City. The use of Katherine Davis 
Park would be contingent upon the City’s continuing the lease. The Market representatives have 
met with Mindy and Matt Fitzgerald owners of the Friendly Market, and with Regina Bell, 
Director of the Curb Market, as well as others.        

 
 Mayor Jones stated the Council would like to hear comments from the public, speaking 
on-behalf of and any in opposition to the Adoption of the Resolution before a decision is made 
and discussion would be limited to five (5) minutes with spokes persons for several people 
receiving additional time.  
 

Rich Farrell, of the Market Board of Directors, spoke on behalf of the Saturday Market 
and reported those who were members have been working on the project for a number of years. 
He has spoken with several of the local businesses and reported they are very positive about 
the Saturday Market. The goal is to get people walking around and coming to the downtown 
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area and to have something going on every Saturday. A variety of community involvement is 
planned and would include a farmers market, fish market, arts and crafts, artists, performers, 
food vendors, culinary demos, aquarium and educational exhibits, involvement with the schools 
and music, which would create a legacy project for downtown and would be successful. He also 
stated it is Morehead City’s turn to help the downtown businesses and to develop an event to 
put Morehead City on the map. 
 

Councilman Horton questioned Mr. Farrell regarding the location and use and flexibility of 
the locations and specifically the use of other City parks.  
 

Mr. Farrell reported a schedule has been worked out regarding the use of City facilities 
and he was aware of prior scheduled events. In the event the City facilities will be occupied, the 
events would locate to other areas such as Shepard St, and the Jaycee Park which would have 
a nice stage for performers and bathroom facilities. The Katherine Davis Park will not be 
available on June 4th and the Jaycee Park will not be available on June 11th, and 18th.    Mr. 
Farrell is asking to use both Parks on June 25th,   and also other areas if they are available. He 
stated there will be a grand opening on the July 4th weekend to tie in with other events going on 
in the downtown area. 
 

Councilman Horton asked if the Saturday Market was non-profit organization and if there 
were any paid employees or volunteers. 
 
 Mr. Farrell stated the Saturday Market is going to be operated by volunteers with a limited 
budget. He also stated the Market has applied for non-profit status and was awaiting approval of 
their application. If it is successful, in the future a paid director would be desired. 
 

Councilman Ballou questioned Mr. Farrell regarding police presence each Saturday, and 
if there would be any off-duty police officers or private security or would he look for the City to 
patrol the downtown.  

 
Mr. Farrell stated there would be no need of additional police patrol than usual and he 

would be responsible if additional patrol was needed if the event proved that successful in 
drawing large crowds.  
 

Councilman Nelson questioned Mr. Farrell regarding the use of the Jaycee Park 
availability during the month of June and reminding the Saturday Market not to branch out for 
the first 30 days. He stated the Council wanted to see how the market worked out at the 
Katherine Davis Park before expanding it. 
 

Mr. Farrell stated the dates for the Saturday Market were established when he submitted 
his request regarding the use of the Jaycee Park on Saturdays when the Katherine Davis Park 
was not available. The market is also aware of the Saturday Concert Series which uses the 
Jaycee Park. The market activity will end prior to the concerts.   

 
Councilman Nelson also commented on the Police Patrol and felt if it was needed, the 

Market would be responsible.   
 
Mr. Farrell stated that the market is looking to make sure the events are family oriented 

with no alcohol involvement.  
 
 Mayor Jones stated the dates could be modified if the City wishes to incorporate 
limitations into the Resolution.  
 

Councilman Nelson questioned the four (4) foot passage on the sidewalks and he was 
concerned it would take up too much passage if sidewalks were utilized.   
 

Mr. Farrell is in agreement to keeping as much walking space available as possible.  
 

Councilman Nelson thinks it is a great thing and would like to see a lot of people in the 
downtown area as he has seen in other towns and areas with similar activities. 
 
 Mr. Farrell stated they have in place strict guidelines on what can be sold and who can 
sell and set up sites. He would definitely monitor all areas very strictly.   
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Councilman Nelson reminded Mr. Farrell it was not very attractive or safe to have 
electrical extension cords to hinder pedestrian traffic. 

 
Mayor Jones asked if there were any additional comments from the audience concerning 

the proposed Market. 
 

Matt and Mindy Fitzgerald of Morehead City, owners of the Friendly Market located on 
Bridges Street, had questions and concerns regarding the proposed market and the regulations 
and costly steps required to operate a business. In no way are they opposed to the Saturday 
Market or Rich Farrell. They view the Saturday Market as a business for profit and also question 
the use of City facilities and public parks. In operating their own business, they feel the same 
process and costly steps should be required for the Saturday Market as well. The use of City 
facilities and parks is not an appropriate use for a full time business. They felt this was not an 
event but a full time business. 

 
Among the questions, Matt and Mindy Fitzgerald had for Council members were the sign 

regulations, inspections by the Health Department, farmers and fishermen selling each 
Saturday. They also questioned the number of vendors who would return each Saturday to sell 
their products. Mindy stated that she and her husband had researched their business for four (4) 
years and they know how difficult it is to maintain the same vendors. One other question was 
the amount and availability of volunteers who would be needed to help with the Saturday 
Market. She feels that the Friendly Market has earned the respect of the citizens of Morehead. If 
the proposal is accepted, they feel the rules should be changed and considered to be equal for 
everyone.  

 
          Lisa Pellitier Harman resides in Morehead City and stated she works with different non-
profit organizations . She submitted a list of numerous questions to the Council members a copy 
of which is on file in the City Clerk’s office.  
 
          Pete Peterson residing at Pine Knoll Shores is happy and overjoyed with the market on 
Friendly Road which has sustained a local service with local people and states his concern is, 
should local government make an uneven playing field principle and support an alternative 
business that might do harm to an existing business which is funded privately. He is in favor of 
downtown growth but he wanted to see no harm done to existing enterprises. He wants all 
consumers to also enjoy Downtown Morehead City. 
 
       Stephen Draughon, resident of Morehead City, had concerns regarding the Saturday 
Market and stated that having a market every weekend is no help to any charter fishing 
business on the waterfront and parking is one of his major concerns. He questioned the Council 
as to “why do you need another market when you already have one?”  He hoped the Council will 
consider his comments. 
   
      Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Comment Session on the topic and stated the Council 
would take a five (5) minute recess and return to the discussion of the Saturday Market. He 
thanked all interested citizens for their comments. 
 
     Mayor Jones reconvened the meeting after the recess. 
  
       Councilman John Nelson stated everyone has heard from both sides, and he is not 100 
percent sold on the project. He wanted to postpone the discussion of the Saturday Market until 
the next Town Council Meeting on April 12, 2011. 
 
 Councilman Nelson made a MOTION, which was seconded by Councilman Demus 
Thompson, and carried unanimously, to postpone until the April 12, 2011 Town Council 
Meeting further consideration of Resolution 2011-10 Endorsing the Downtown Morehead 
City Saturday Market and Authorizing Action Necessary for the Event to be held in 
Downtown Morehead City.  
 
VII.     Council Requests/Comments 
            
 Councilman Horton commented on letters to the editor and editorial comments in the 
local newspaper concerning the leasing terms for Big Rock Stadium for use by the Marlins 
Collegiate Baseball Team. He expressed concern that editorial comments give the idea that the 
Council is not willing to give more than a two (2) year lease. He referenced Council discussions 
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at which the terms of a long-term lease were negotiated. At a subsequent meeting the long-term 
contract was replaced with a short-term contract. He stated that he and Councilman Nelson 
were on the Public Works Committee at the time and they had not seen that contract or ever 
discussed it. The idea that the Council has not agreed for a long-term contract is ridiculous. He 
does not understand why it keeps coming up or where that comes from. 
 
 Councilman Thompson commented that it was his memory that Councilman Nelson 
made the motion to give the short-term contract because the City Council was not ready to offer 
the extended contract. 
 
 Councilman Horton indicated he was ready to go back to the contract discussed and take 
the time to negotiate a long-term contract. He was ready for the City to get a percentage of the 
concession. He felt the City should get additional revenue, and it was his opinion that it 
happened because the tenants found out they were not going to be able to sell beer. He wanted 
the Council to discuss it at this meeting while the entire Council was there instead of in 
committee. 
 
 Councilman Ballou commented that when the Council late last calendar year approved 
the one year extension to comply with the league’s two (2) year use agreement requirements, it 
was his understanding then that the City Manager would initiate discussions with the Marlins 
ownership for a longer term use agreement. Manager Martin responded that he had already 
requested they submit an updated proposal for a longer term use agreement and that he 
expected them to do so. 
 
 Councilman Horton asked whether there were committees working on it and stated that 
he wanted to be involved and that he thought we did look like dummies. 
 
 Manager Martin stated that he did not know what initiated the unsigned letter to the editor 
or editorial comments because no one with the City was involved or a party to the discussion. 
The Manager disagreed about City Officials being perceived as “dummies” because of an 
exchange between a citizen and an editor of the newspaper. 
 
 Councilman Horton clarified it was his concern that the innuendos keep coming up that 
the Council has not agreed to extend a long-term contract to them. 
 
 Councilman Thompson replied that the Council did not agree to extend a long-term 
contract. Councilman Horton noted that the Council did not agree not to do it. Councilman 
Thompson disagreed and stated that the motion which was approved was to offer the short-term 
contract. Councilman Horton then questioned whether Councilman Thompson was not willing to 
give a long-term contract? Councilman Thompson replied that he did not say he would not give 
a long-term contract stating that was an entirely different question. He went on to say he was 
willing to consider anytime anything that was good for this community as opposed to what is 
good for us. Councilman Horton agreed that he also wanted to do what is good for the Town.  
 
 Councilman Cordova reflected on the contract negotiations and stated that all members 
of the Council had doubts about the length of the term of the contract. It was a struggle to get 
approval of the short-term agreement at that time. It was his opinion that everybody was afraid 
of getting shorted or someone realizing money on the terms of the deal so everyone should 
share the blame for the contract. He felt it was a waste of time discussing an unsigned letter to 
the editor and the editor should not publish them. He agreed that it was the Council that would 
not give the requested long-term contract to the team. The Council agreed to the short-term use 
so that the Marlins could field a team in 2010. 
 
 Councilman Thompson added that the Council agreed on the use of the field so that the 
citizens could have baseball in this community and that was his motivation. He did not look at it 
as a money making proposition. He believed it would be something the citizens would enjoy and 
that it has proven to be accurate. 
 
 Councilman Cordova reminded everyone of the original use of the park being intended 
for American Legion and of Puck O’Neal and others who contributed. When this team requested 
a contract, it was discussed for two (2) years and everyone had their own ideas on what 
concessions to give the team and a two (2) year agreement was the only term agreed upon. He 
did not object to talking about a longer agreement and possibly allowing beer sales. Councilman 
Cordova felt that whatever happens after this year, the terms could be changed particularly if 
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new Council Members come on board after the next election. 
 
 Councilman Ballou indicated he was not speaking for the Council, but he had an 
opportunity several weeks back to visit with Buddy Bengal. Mr. Bengal shared ideas with him of 
what his vision was for the franchise and what he felt it would take to keep that level of play in 
Morehead City. Councilman Ballou left that meeting thinking about the commitment necessary 
from the City to provide the facilities to accommodate that “level of play”. Based upon the 
discussion, a lot more is needed to be done to the facilities. He felt the Council needs to sit 
down with the owners of the franchise to determine if the commitment is there to meet the needs 
to keep the franchise. The franchise needs to know. Mr. Ballou described the types of facility 
needs desired including additional permanent bathrooms, office area, locker rooms, etc. 
 
 Councilman Horton stated he had raised questions previously because the President of 
the League was asking Wilmington to upgrade facilities. He further questioned, after we have 
spent $2.4 million thinking that was the end of the path, we now are being told we are not at the 
end? Councilman Thompson reminded everyone that the Council decides what will be provided 
no matter what they want. The City Council does not have to upgrade anything. Councilman 
Thompson expressed concern about the repeated discussion and time spent arguing about this 
and the history every month. He felt the Mayor should cut it off. 
 
 Mayor Jones reminded the Council that about three meetings ago Council instructed the 
Manager to begin contract negotiations. The Manager has talked to them and he as Mayor has 
talked to them and we are awaiting a proposal from the franchise at which time the Council can 
further negotiate a contract. The burden is not entirely the City’s to do necessary improvements. 
The franchise owner offered two (2) years ago to invest in the facilities and equipment to offset 
certain City expenditures for a long-term contract. Since the City did not accept the offer and 
give the long-term contract, the City had to complete the facilities including those they had 
offered to fund. They are interested in providing funding for other improvements, but they cannot 
afford to do so without a longer term contract. 
 
 Councilman Horton stated no one had asked him, but he favors a long-term contract. He 
also commented that the Mayor had received a request that the Council vote on beer a couple 
of months ago. Councilman Horton questioned whether we were going to vote on beer and he 
was thinking we might vote on it tonight. The Mayor responded that it was his opinion it would 
not be considered as an individual item. Councilman Thompson stated that was not on this 
agenda. 
 
 Councilman Nelson commented on the involvement of the Chamber of Commerce who 
recently passed a resolution in support of a contract and he noted that in his opinion this 
revolves around the sale of beer. Councilman Nelson expressed concern that they apparently 
do not want the contract unless they can sell beer and that this is an attempt to divide us over 
that issue. He reminded everyone that a reason the Council did not vote for the ten (10) year 
contract was because it included the sale of beer for a ten year period. The Council in only a 
couple of weeks was able to come up with an alternative agreement for the short-term that 
allowed the team to play on the field. Councilman Nelson was not interested in incentives that 
are dangled like carrots to get him to support the sale of beer to keep the team. 
 
 Councilman Thompson referring to the “level of play” comment reminded everyone these 
are college age kids looking for a place to play and they cannot afford to provide their own 
housing. Instead, they live with host families in the community and the City only provides the 
stadium they want to use.  Councilman Ballou reiterated his belief that the facility needs must be 
addressed. Councilman Nelson inquired whether Councilman Ballou was in favor allowing them 
to sell beer. Councilman Ballou stated that decision was not on the table tonight. Councilman 
Nelson continued to comment that whoever is on the board when a decision is made 10 percent 
was not adequate for the City’s share of concessions. 
 
 Mayor Jones suggested the Manager inquire about the status of their expected proposal 
for terms of a lengthier contract. Councilman Nelson then commented to Councilman Horton 
that additional permanent bathroom facilities were needed, but they could not be built in time for 
last season so temporary rental units were utilized. Councilman Horton responded he was told 
that the rental units were adequate to meet the need. 
 
 Councilman Ballou then commented on the rates that other cities charge for these teams 
to use their facilities and noted that he was told we were at the top end of the scale. He 
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questioned how we could justify higher charges if that is the case? He advised some cities do 
not even charge for use of their facilities. Councilman Horton then commented on the franchise 
being a for-profit entity and questioned whether they would be willing to share their books with 
the City to see how they did and whether they made a profit. Councilman Ballou responded that 
he asked that question of Buddy Bengal and he expressed concern about doing so in a public 
meeting exposing private financials for the newspaper. Councilman Horton asked if he would be 
willing to do so in a closed session for confidentiality. Councilman Ballou felt he would be willing 
to do so. 
 
 Councilman Cordova felt this topic had been discussed long enough and that no 
conclusions would be reached tonight, so discussion should end for this meeting and continue 
at a future work session or meeting if desired. Councilman Horton expressed concern that the 
Council can only discuss this legally as a group in a meeting and he desired to continue the 
dialogue tonight. Councilman Ballou inquired of the City Manager about his opinion on the 
discussions. The Mayor inserted that Councilman Cordova stated the opinion that the 
discussion should end tonight and the meeting adjourn. The Manager stated in response he 
could wait and that he looked forward to discussing the subject with the Council and the 
questions raised at the appointed time. 
 
 Councilman Horton expressed that he was not in a hurry and wanted to hear the 
Manager’s comments and that this was a big topic. The Mayor noted this was not listed on the 
agenda as a topic for tonight’s meeting and that the discussion could continue at another time. 
Councilman Nelson commented that it came up under Council Comments which was 
appropriate. 
 
 Mayor Jones then recognized a MOTION by Councilman Cordova, seconded by 
Councilman Thompson to adjourn the meeting. The MOTION to adjourn was approved by 
a vote of 4-1 with Councilman Horton casting the dissenting vote. 
 
 
VIII. CLOSED SESSION AS PER G.S. 143.318.11TO APPROVE THE  CLOSED 
 SESSION MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2011  
 
 [NOTE: The meeting adjourned so no discussion on the Closed Session Minutes of 
February 8, 2011 was held.] 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 

_____________________________ 
        Gerald A. Jones, Jr., Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
__________________________ 
Janet Hill, Deputy Clerk 
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Town Council Minutes




Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Morehead City, North Carolina



The Honorable Council of the Town of Morehead City met in regular session on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., in the Municipal Building Auditorium at 202 South 8th Street, Morehead City, North Carolina.  Those in attendance were:



MAYOR:



Gerald A. Jones, Jr.



MAYOR PRO-TEM:


Demus L. Thompson



COUNCILMEN:


George W. Ballou 







Paul W. Cordova











David Horton 

                                                                 John F. Nelson 


CITY MANAGER:


R. Randy Martin



CITY CLERK:


Jeanne M. Giblin [Absent]



DEPUTY CITY CLERK:

Janet Hill


CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE:
Nelson Taylor, III, Derek Taylor, Michael Thomas




OTHERS:



Ray Harris, Matt and Mindy Fitzpatrick, Rich Farrell, Bill Taylor, Mike Thomas, Joan Lamson, Ken Wood, Stephen Draughon, Pete Gherini, Lisa Pelletier Harman, Delores Femia Lewenburg, Carolyn Dennis, Sandy Bell, Shana Olmstead, John and Karen Mault, Jane Gordon, Craig Weber, Rebecca Marsor, Sandy Bell, Jeff Garner, Catherine Elkins; Linda Staab, Planning/Inspections Director; Donald Gray, Craig Hassuer, David Sledge; Reporter Ben Hogwood, Carteret News Times and several others

I.
Regular Meeting Call to Order, Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance



Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Councilman Thompson gave the invocation and all joined in The Pledge of Allegiance.


II.
Special Presentations:



II.A.
Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 in Appreciation to Karen J. Mault for over 28 
Years of Service 


It is customary for the Town of Morehead City to present retiring employees with a Resolution of Retirement. Karen J. Mault has worked as Chemist for the Public Utilities Department for over 28 years.  


Mayor Jerry Jones presented Karen with a Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 and    stated Karen had been a dedicated public servant.  Mayor Jones commended Karen for her service and dedication to the citizens of Morehead City.   


II.B.
Resolution of Retirement 2011- 08 in Appreciation to Floyd “Dwight” 
Lucas 



for over 30 Years of Service 
 



Mayor Jerry Jones acknowledged Floyd “Dwight” Lucas who was currently out of town and unable to accept Resolution of Retirement 2011-08 in Appreciation for over 30 Years of Service.  Dwight will be presented the Resolution 2011-8 at a later date.

III.
Adoption of the CONSENT AGENDA

III.A.
Approval of Minutes:
Tuesday, February 8, 2011, Regular Meeting



Approved the minutes of Tuesday, February 8, 2011, Regular Meeting, and dispensed with the reading.

III.B.
Approve Requests for Release of Overpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes for 
February 2011, in the amount of $4,054.80; and Accept the Tax Collector and 
Finance Director Reports for February 2011



Approved requests for Release of overpayment of ad valorem taxes for February 2011, in the amount of $4,054.80; and accepted the Tax Collector and Finance Director Reports for February 2011.


III.C.
Authorize a Fire/EMS Department “Piggyback” Bid Waiver of Competitive Bidding, G.S. 143-129[g] for the Purchase of One [1] Mobile Ambulance Bus



G.S. 143-129 allows a governmental unit to waive the competitive bidding requirement and “piggyback” the contract of another unit that has already received competitive bids at the same or more favorable terms as long as the other unit has purchased the desired apparatus, materials and/or equipment after having completed a public, formal bid process within the last 12 months.  After research, Fire Chief Wes Lail recommended the City piggyback the purchase of a Mobile Ambulance Bus [MAB] that was recently acquired by Anne Arundel County, Maryland in October 2010.  



The funding source for the MAB is an approved 2010 State Homeland Security grant in the amount of $357,000 which was made available to Morehead City to acquire a Medical Ambulance Bus [MAB]. The funding was authorized for State Domestic Preparedness Region [DPR] 3 which includes Carteret County and was made available because a lack of access to this equipment was an identified deficiency in Region 3.  The state wants to distribute resources throughout the region with a bus being located in this vicinity. At the February 8, 2011, Town Council Meeting, the Council unanimously authorized acceptance of the state Homeland Security grant in the amount of $357,000 for the purchase of the MAB and adopted a Budget Ordinance Amendment regarding this acquisition.  The Public Safety Committee of the Council recommended acquisition of the MAB.


Authorized a Fire/EMS Department “Piggyback” Bid Waiver of Competitive Bidding, G.S. 143-129[g] for the Purchase of One [1] Mobile Ambulance Bus as recommended.

III.D.
Contiguous Annexation requested by Flowers Development Corporation, for 
property located at 310 Friendly Road, PIN #6376-1313-1941-000, 3.9 acres – 
Adopt Resolution 2011-04 Directing the Clerk to Investigate the Petition and 
Resolution 2011-05 Setting the date of the public hearing for Tuesday, April 
12, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.



The property under consideration for annexation is contiguous to the present City limits, contains approximately 3.9 acres and is currently zoned IU [Unoffensive Industry] District.  The site in question is part of a subdivision, the remainder of which was previously annexed; therefore, the annexation will not fragment a subdivision.  The current tax value of the property is estimated to be $403,880.  Based on a 22-cent tax rate, $888.54 in tax revenues would be generated.  Water and sewer will be accessed from Friendly Road.  All costs associated with extending water/sewer service to the newly annexed property will be the responsibility of the owner.



Adopted Resolution 2011-04 Directing the City Clerk to investigate the petition and Resolution 2011-05 Setting the date of the public hearing for Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at 5:30 p.m.  [Resolutions 2011-04 and 2011-05 are attached to and made a part of these minutes].

III.E.
Adopt Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 for Karen J. Mault and Resolution of 
Retirement 2011-08 for Floyd “Dwight” Lucas



Adopted Resolution of Retirement 2011-07 for Karen J. Mault and Resolution of Retirement 2011-08 for Floyd “Dwight” Lucas.  [Resolutions 2011-07 and 2011-08 are attached to and made a part of these minutes.]

III.F.
Adopt Resolution 2011-06 Endorsing the Third Annual Reelin’ for Research, 
Inc. Fishing Tournament and Authorizing Action Necessary for the event to be 
held May 7, 2011, on the Morehead City Waterfront



This is the second year that Reelin’ for Research, Inc., has requested to use Downtown Morehead City as the setting for their annual fishing tournament which raises money for the North Carolina Children’s Promise, a statewide year-round campaign to promote the North Carolina’s Children’s Hospital.  To date, this organization has raised $70,000 toward its charity.  The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the request and recommended approval.


Adopted Resolution 2011-06 Endorsing the Third Annual Reelin’ for Research, Inc. Fishing Tournament and Authorizing Action Necessary for the event to be 
held May 7, 2011, on the Morehead City Waterfront.  [Resolution 2011-06 is attached to and made a part of these minutes.]

III.G.
Adopt Resolution 2011-09 Endorsing Military Appreciation Day and 
Authorizing 
Action Necessary for the event to be held on Friday & Saturday, June 3 & 4, 2011, 
on the Morehead City Waterfront



The first Military Appreciation Day [MAD] started in Raps Restaurant on May 21, 2006, and has since grown to include a good portion of downtown Morehead City.   Military Appreciation Day is an event dedicated to a day of fishing, food and live entertainment for active duty military, guard and reserve members and their families.  The organization is sponsored to thank those who serve America in the Military and show appreciation for their dedication, sacrifice and accomplishments.  The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the request and recommended approval.


Adopted Resolution 2011-09 Endorsing Military Appreciation Day and Authorizing Action Necessary for the event to be held on Friday & Saturday, June 3 & 4, 2011, on the Morehead City Waterfront.  [Resolution 2011-09 is attached to and made a part of these minutes.]

III.H.
Adopt FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget Calendar



The draft preliminary FY2011/2012 Budget Calendar is presented for Council consideration. Municipalities in North Carolina are governed by the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act which provides a uniform system of budget adoption, administration and monetary control.  The adoption of this preliminary calendar sets a timetable for ultimate consideration of budget ordinance adoption at the regular Town Council Meeting on June 14, 2011.  Work session dates will be scheduled to minimize conflicts with individual schedules.



Adopted FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget Calendar.  [FY2011/2012 Preliminary Budget Calendar is attached to and made a part of these minutes.]

III.I.
Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 to Transfer $44,000 Originally 
Budgeted for Interim Loan Interest for Fire/EMS Station #2 to the Fire/EMS 
Station 
#2 Replacement Capital Project Fund; Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-
06 to Update the Newport River Water Access Capital Project Fund; and Adopt 
Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 to 
Recognize the Transfer from the 
Water/Sewer [Operating] Fund to pay for City’s Share of Various Project 
Related Costs


The purpose of Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 is to transfer $44,000 originally budgeted for interim loan interest for the Fire/EMS Station #2 replacement in the operating fund to the Fire/EMS Station #2 Replacement Capital Project Fund for project related expenses.  There is no increase in expenditures in this fund.  



Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-06 is to update the budget for grant activity.  This amendment reduces revenue related to the Newport River Water Access Dredging Grant in the amount of $23,500 as eligible costs were less than anticipated.  Expenditures are reduced by the same amount.  This amendment also increases revenue in the amount of $40,000 from a WAMI Grant for restroom related improvements.  Expenditures are increased by the same amount.


Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 recognizes a transfer from the Water/Sewer [Operating] Fund to pay for the City’s share of project related costs as noted in the amendment.  This transfer is related to the City’s share of such projects as Spooner’s Creek Yacht Club, Radio Island Phase II, Mariner’s Point, Morgan Street, The Vinings, etc.


The Finance Committee of the Council previously reviewed the necessity for the proposed budget ordinance amendments and recommended approval.  The Council at the February Meeting agreed to make the Fire/EMS Station #2 project transfer.


Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-05 to transfer $44,000 originally budgeted for interim loan interest for Fire/EMS Station #2 to the Fire/EMS Station #2 Replacement Capital Project Fund; Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-06 to update the Newport River Water Access Capital Project Fund; and Adopted Budget Ordinance Amendment 2011-07 to Recognize the transfer from the Water/Sewer [Operating] Fund to pay for the City’s share of various project related costs.  [Budget Ordinance Amendments 2011-05, 2011-06 and 2011-07 are attached to Ordinance Book #6 in the vault.]

III.J.
Adopt Ordinance 2011-08 Amending Chapter 9, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, 
Article 
VII, Traffic Schedules, Sec. 9-182, Schedule XVI – No Parking this Side


The Public Works Committee of the Council reviewed the need for a proposed ordinance to restrict parking along a portion of the east side of the 200 block and the entire east side of the 300 block of North 12th Street.  This will prohibit parking along the side of the newly completed Police Department building as well as the handicapped access ramp at the west end of the Charles Wallace building and to prohibit vehicles from blocking access to the off-street parking area located between the buildings.  The Committee recommended that the Council adopt the ordinance as proposed.



Adopted Ordinance 2011-08 Amending Chapter 9, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Article VII, Traffic Schedules, Sec. 9-182, Schedule XVI – No Parking this Side.  [Ordinance 2011-08 is attached to Ordinance Book #6 in the vault.]

III.K. 
Release Letter of Credit # SB93260 for East Gate Plaza, Flowers Development 
Corporation



Public Works Director David McCabe has confirmed that the roadway and drainage improvements related to construction for East Gate Plaza have been completed.  Test results for stone and asphalt densities have been received and are acceptable.  Public Utilities Director Daniel Williams has also confirmed that water and sewer installation has been completed.  Based upon these verifications, the Council is requested to authorize the release of the letter of credit for the project.


Released Letter of Credit # SB93260 for East Gate Plaza, Flowers Development Corporation.


Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Thompson, and carried unanimously, to adopt the CONSENT AGENDA in one [1] motion.

IV.A.
Public Hearing:  Request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of 
Gayle Troyer, to rezone 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and Professional] 
District 
to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District – Adopt Ordinance 2011-03



Linda Staab, Planning Director reported the applicant submitted a request to rezone approximately 0.3 acres located at 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office & Professional] District to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District. The zoning classification of surrounding properties includes R-10 to the west and to the north across Elm Street, OP to the south and across Maple Lane to the east, and R-15M across Maple Lane to the east.  


Linda Staab, Planning Director reported the Planning Board in a meeting held on February 14, 2011 reviewed the request. Jackie Maucher made the MOTION, seconded by Curtis Fleshman, to recommend approval of the request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of Gayle Troyer. The motion carried six [6] to one [1] with Corrine Geer voting against the motion. The Planning Committee of the Council reviewed the rezoning request.


Mayor Jerry Jones OPENED the Public Hearing and asked if anyone wanted to speak regarding the request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of Gayle Troyer, to rezone 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and Professional] District to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District-Adopt Ordinance 2011-13. 


No one spoke for or against the rezoning. 


Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Hearing.


Councilman Horton reported that he and Councilman Thompson attended the Planning Board Meeting. 

 
 Councilman Thompson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Horton, and the motion carried unanimously to Adopt Ordinance 2011-03, Request submitted by Patrick and Lynn Mann, on behalf of Gayle Troyer, to rezone 303 Maple Lane from OP [Office and Professional] District to R-10 [Single-Family Residential] District. [Ordinance 2011-03 is attached to and made a part of these minutes].

IV.B.
PUBLIC HEARING:
  Request Submitted by Rebecca Marson to amend the Unified 
Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 Table of Permissible Uses to allow 
‘Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District-Adopt 
Ordinance 2011-04 


Linda Staab, Planning Director reported a request was submitted by Ms. Marson to allow “recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District, which is allowed as a Special use in the CN [Commercial Neighborhood] District. Ms. Staab informed the Council that the Planning Board Meeting to review the request was held on February 15, 2011. Gordon Thayer made the MOTION, seconded by Gordy Patrick to recommend the Council approve the amendment and the MOTION carried unanimously.


.



Councilman Horton requested he be excused from the Public Hearing and action on this topic due to a personal conflict of interest related to this request.


Councilman Ballou MOVED, seconded Councilman Thompson and carried unanimously to excuse Councilman Horton from discussion and action on this request due to a personal conflict of interest.


Mayor Jones OPENED the public hearing. 


Ms. Jane Gordon, Counselor representing Rebecca Marson, requested Council to amend the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 Table of Permissible Uses to allow “Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District.

Ms. Rebecca Marson stated her gymnastic business has been in operation since August, 2010, and is currently renting 5,000 square feet of space. She states when her business began, she had enrolled 75 children, and at present she has a total of 165 and growing.  While the current location has limited space, Ms. Marson began her search in need of 26 foot ceiling heights, and has found the appropriate facility which is located in the Crystal Coast Business Park. Ms. Marson is requesting the Council amend the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] and allow “recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use permit. She is planning to purchase the facility in the Industrial Park area. 



Councilman Thompson was very happy for Ms. Marson and the growth of her business and wished her the best. Councilman Thompson stated that he and Councilman Horton both attended the Planning Board Meeting. 


There were no other comments or requests to speak.


Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Hearing.



Councilman Thompson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Ballou to Adopt Ordinance 2011-04 to amend the Unified Development Ordinance [UDO] Section 11-1 Table of Permissible Uses to allow “Recreation use, indoor” as a Special Use in the IP [Port Industrial] District and to Adopt Ordinance 2011-04. The motion carried with a vote of four (4) to zero (0) with Councilman Horton excused. [Ordinance 2011-04 is attached and made a part of these minutes].

V.
Citizens Request and Comments:


No Comments.


VI.
City Manager’s Report:  
Proposed Downtown Morehead City Saturday 






Market -- Adopt Resolution 2011-10


The Town of Morehead City has for years promoted activities in the downtown area and on the waterfront that further the goals of the City Council for the area.  Activities have included festivals, fishing tournaments, holiday events, sporting events [e.g. boat races], arts and crafts displays/sales and other special events.  These events and activities have almost exclusively been initiated, promoted and managed by various community organizations and typically by nonprofit organizations.  The City Council has by resolution authorized the use of various properties and facilities and certain support services for these events.  In cooperation with the Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association [DMCRA], the City allows these events to promote increased economic activity in the community.  One of the activities authorized in the past to create a regular Saturday draw for locals and tourists to the downtown/waterfront was an event typically classified as a “market”.  The previous effort focused on arts and crafts and was authorized by the Council.  This event only lasted one [1] season.  



For some time, a group of individual downtown business owners have collaborated to develop a more comprehensive downtown “market” concept which would include arts and crafts but also reach out to involve a wider array of interests including:  farmers, fishermen, locally produced products, entertainment, educational groups, nonprofits, etc.  The model for the group’s plans has been the Eugene, Oregon “Saturday Market” which is widely recognized as a very successful example.  


Before the Council is a request from a proposed nonprofit organization that is being formed to create and manage a Morehead City Saturday Market.  The Council is requested to approve a resolution endorsing and authorizing the events to be held in downtown as detailed in the resolution.  The group proposes the event begin in June and end in December 2011, and utilize Katherine Davis Park and other facilities alternating to avoid conflicts with other regular downtown/waterfront events.  The event would be held every Saturday except for the North Carolina Seafood Festival weekend.


The proposal has been reviewed by the Planning Committee of the Council and the Public Works Committee of the Council and their input has been incorporated into the draft resolution particularly that the Council reserve the right to review the activities after 30 days and again after 90 days.  



The organizers have met on numerous occasions with City staff.  In coordination with City staff, the organizers have met with representatives of the long existing Morehead City Curb Market and the privately owned Friendly Market located on Bridges Street Extension at the corner of Friendly Road.  Concerns had been expressed from both about the planned downtown Saturday Market.

Randy Martin, City Manager stated that representatives of the proposed market had met with two (2) Council committees who discussed the proposal in detail, but no actions have been taken so far. 


Linda Staab, Planning Director stated the Market committee is asking that the Council allow the activity from June 4, through December 17th, every Saturday with the primary activities being located in Katherine Davis Park except when the facility is already reserved for other activities. On those dates, the organizers would request use of the former Police Department parking lot located at 202 S. 8th Street, Jaycee Park and portions of the sidewalks along Shepard Street. The request is that the Market have use of Jaycee Park for entertainment every weekend it is available to complement Katherine Davis Park. The Council’s Planning Committee recommends Council review the request after 30 days, during July, 2011 and after 90 days at the September, 2011 Town Council Meetings. As noted, the Katherine Davis Park is owned by the North Carolina Railroad Company and is leased by the City. The use of Katherine Davis Park would be contingent upon the City’s continuing the lease. The Market representatives have met with Mindy and Matt Fitzgerald owners of the Friendly Market, and with Regina Bell, Director of the Curb Market, as well as others.       



Mayor Jones stated the Council would like to hear comments from the public, speaking on-behalf of and any in opposition to the Adoption of the Resolution before a decision is made and discussion would be limited to five (5) minutes with spokes persons for several people receiving additional time. 

Rich Farrell, of the Market Board of Directors, spoke on behalf of the Saturday Market and reported those who were members have been working on the project for a number of years. He has spoken with several of the local businesses and reported they are very positive about the Saturday Market. The goal is to get people walking around and coming to the downtown area and to have something going on every Saturday. A variety of community involvement is planned and would include a farmers market, fish market, arts and crafts, artists, performers, food vendors, culinary demos, aquarium and educational exhibits, involvement with the schools and music, which would create a legacy project for downtown and would be successful. He also stated it is Morehead City’s turn to help the downtown businesses and to develop an event to put Morehead City on the map.

Councilman Horton questioned Mr. Farrell regarding the location and use and flexibility of the locations and specifically the use of other City parks. 

Mr. Farrell reported a schedule has been worked out regarding the use of City facilities and he was aware of prior scheduled events. In the event the City facilities will be occupied, the events would locate to other areas such as Shepard St, and the Jaycee Park which would have a nice stage for performers and bathroom facilities. The Katherine Davis Park will not be available on June 4th and the Jaycee Park will not be available on June 11th, and 18th.    Mr. Farrell is asking to use both Parks on June 25th,   and also other areas if they are available. He stated there will be a grand opening on the July 4th weekend to tie in with other events going on in the downtown area.

Councilman Horton asked if the Saturday Market was non-profit organization and if there were any paid employees or volunteers.


Mr. Farrell stated the Saturday Market is going to be operated by volunteers with a limited budget. He also stated the Market has applied for non-profit status and was awaiting approval of their application. If it is successful, in the future a paid director would be desired.

Councilman Ballou questioned Mr. Farrell regarding police presence each Saturday, and if there would be any off-duty police officers or private security or would he look for the City to patrol the downtown. 

Mr. Farrell stated there would be no need of additional police patrol than usual and he would be responsible if additional patrol was needed if the event proved that successful in drawing large crowds. 

Councilman Nelson questioned Mr. Farrell regarding the use of the Jaycee Park availability during the month of June and reminding the Saturday Market not to branch out for the first 30 days. He stated the Council wanted to see how the market worked out at the Katherine Davis Park before expanding it.

Mr. Farrell stated the dates for the Saturday Market were established when he submitted his request regarding the use of the Jaycee Park on Saturdays when the Katherine Davis Park was not available. The market is also aware of the Saturday Concert Series which uses the Jaycee Park. The market activity will end prior to the concerts.  

Councilman Nelson also commented on the Police Patrol and felt if it was needed, the Market would be responsible.  

Mr. Farrell stated that the market is looking to make sure the events are family oriented with no alcohol involvement. 



Mayor Jones stated the dates could be modified if the City wishes to incorporate limitations into the Resolution. 

Councilman Nelson questioned the four (4) foot passage on the sidewalks and he was concerned it would take up too much passage if sidewalks were utilized.  

Mr. Farrell is in agreement to keeping as much walking space available as possible. 

Councilman Nelson thinks it is a great thing and would like to see a lot of people in the downtown area as he has seen in other towns and areas with similar activities.


Mr. Farrell stated they have in place strict guidelines on what can be sold and who can sell and set up sites. He would definitely monitor all areas very strictly.  


Councilman Nelson reminded Mr. Farrell it was not very attractive or safe to have electrical extension cords to hinder pedestrian traffic.

Mayor Jones asked if there were any additional comments from the audience concerning the proposed Market.

Matt and Mindy Fitzgerald of Morehead City, owners of the Friendly Market located on Bridges Street, had questions and concerns regarding the proposed market and the regulations and costly steps required to operate a business. In no way are they opposed to the Saturday Market or Rich Farrell. They view the Saturday Market as a business for profit and also question the use of City facilities and public parks. In operating their own business, they feel the same process and costly steps should be required for the Saturday Market as well. The use of City facilities and parks is not an appropriate use for a full time business. They felt this was not an event but a full time business.

Among the questions, Matt and Mindy Fitzgerald had for Council members were the sign regulations, inspections by the Health Department, farmers and fishermen selling each Saturday. They also questioned the number of vendors who would return each Saturday to sell their products. Mindy stated that she and her husband had researched their business for four (4) years and they know how difficult it is to maintain the same vendors. One other question was the amount and availability of volunteers who would be needed to help with the Saturday Market. She feels that the Friendly Market has earned the respect of the citizens of Morehead. If the proposal is accepted, they feel the rules should be changed and considered to be equal for everyone. 

          Lisa Pellitier Harman resides in Morehead City and stated she works with different non-profit organizations . She submitted a list of numerous questions to the Council members a copy of which is on file in the City Clerk’s office. 


          Pete Peterson residing at Pine Knoll Shores is happy and overjoyed with the market on Friendly Road which has sustained a local service with local people and states his concern is, should local government make an uneven playing field principle and support an alternative business that might do harm to an existing business which is funded privately. He is in favor of downtown growth but he wanted to see no harm done to existing enterprises. He wants all consumers to also enjoy Downtown Morehead City.


       Stephen Draughon, resident of Morehead City, had concerns regarding the Saturday Market and stated that having a market every weekend is no help to any charter fishing business on the waterfront and parking is one of his major concerns. He questioned the Council as to “why do you need another market when you already have one?”  He hoped the Council will consider his comments.

      Mayor Jones CLOSED the Public Comment Session on the topic and stated the Council would take a five (5) minute recess and return to the discussion of the Saturday Market. He thanked all interested citizens for their comments.

     Mayor Jones reconvened the meeting after the recess.

       Councilman John Nelson stated everyone has heard from both sides, and he is not 100 percent sold on the project. He wanted to postpone the discussion of the Saturday Market until the next Town Council Meeting on April 12, 2011.


Councilman Nelson made a MOTION, which was seconded by Councilman Demus Thompson, and carried unanimously, to postpone until the April 12, 2011 Town Council Meeting further consideration of Resolution 2011-10 Endorsing the Downtown Morehead City Saturday Market and Authorizing Action Necessary for the Event to be held in Downtown Morehead City. 

VII.     Council Requests/Comments


Councilman Horton commented on letters to the editor and editorial comments in the local newspaper concerning the leasing terms for Big Rock Stadium for use by the Marlins Collegiate Baseball Team. He expressed concern that editorial comments give the idea that the Council is not willing to give more than a two (2) year lease. He referenced Council discussions at which the terms of a long-term lease were negotiated. At a subsequent meeting the long-term contract was replaced with a short-term contract. He stated that he and Councilman Nelson were on the Public Works Committee at the time and they had not seen that contract or ever discussed it. The idea that the Council has not agreed for a long-term contract is ridiculous. He does not understand why it keeps coming up or where that comes from.


Councilman Thompson commented that it was his memory that Councilman Nelson made the motion to give the short-term contract because the City Council was not ready to offer the extended contract.



Councilman Horton indicated he was ready to go back to the contract discussed and take the time to negotiate a long-term contract. He was ready for the City to get a percentage of the concession. He felt the City should get additional revenue, and it was his opinion that it happened because the tenants found out they were not going to be able to sell beer. He wanted the Council to discuss it at this meeting while the entire Council was there instead of in committee.


Councilman Ballou commented that when the Council late last calendar year approved the one year extension to comply with the league’s two (2) year use agreement requirements, it was his understanding then that the City Manager would initiate discussions with the Marlins ownership for a longer term use agreement. Manager Martin responded that he had already requested they submit an updated proposal for a longer term use agreement and that he expected them to do so.



Councilman Horton asked whether there were committees working on it and stated that he wanted to be involved and that he thought we did look like dummies.



Manager Martin stated that he did not know what initiated the unsigned letter to the editor or editorial comments because no one with the City was involved or a party to the discussion. The Manager disagreed about City Officials being perceived as “dummies” because of an exchange between a citizen and an editor of the newspaper.


Councilman Horton clarified it was his concern that the innuendos keep coming up that the Council has not agreed to extend a long-term contract to them.



Councilman Thompson replied that the Council did not agree to extend a long-term contract. Councilman Horton noted that the Council did not agree not to do it. Councilman Thompson disagreed and stated that the motion which was approved was to offer the short-term contract. Councilman Horton then questioned whether Councilman Thompson was not willing to give a long-term contract? Councilman Thompson replied that he did not say he would not give a long-term contract stating that was an entirely different question. He went on to say he was willing to consider anytime anything that was good for this community as opposed to what is good for us. Councilman Horton agreed that he also wanted to do what is good for the Town. 



Councilman Cordova reflected on the contract negotiations and stated that all members of the Council had doubts about the length of the term of the contract. It was a struggle to get approval of the short-term agreement at that time. It was his opinion that everybody was afraid of getting shorted or someone realizing money on the terms of the deal so everyone should share the blame for the contract. He felt it was a waste of time discussing an unsigned letter to the editor and the editor should not publish them. He agreed that it was the Council that would not give the requested long-term contract to the team. The Council agreed to the short-term use so that the Marlins could field a team in 2010.


Councilman Thompson added that the Council agreed on the use of the field so that the citizens could have baseball in this community and that was his motivation. He did not look at it as a money making proposition. He believed it would be something the citizens would enjoy and that it has proven to be accurate.



Councilman Cordova reminded everyone of the original use of the park being intended for American Legion and of Puck O’Neal and others who contributed. When this team requested a contract, it was discussed for two (2) years and everyone had their own ideas on what concessions to give the team and a two (2) year agreement was the only term agreed upon. He did not object to talking about a longer agreement and possibly allowing beer sales. Councilman Cordova felt that whatever happens after this year, the terms could be changed particularly if new Council Members come on board after the next election.



Councilman Ballou indicated he was not speaking for the Council, but he had an opportunity several weeks back to visit with Buddy Bengal. Mr. Bengal shared ideas with him of what his vision was for the franchise and what he felt it would take to keep that level of play in Morehead City. Councilman Ballou left that meeting thinking about the commitment necessary from the City to provide the facilities to accommodate that “level of play”. Based upon the discussion, a lot more is needed to be done to the facilities. He felt the Council needs to sit down with the owners of the franchise to determine if the commitment is there to meet the needs to keep the franchise. The franchise needs to know. Mr. Ballou described the types of facility needs desired including additional permanent bathrooms, office area, locker rooms, etc.


Councilman Horton stated he had raised questions previously because the President of the League was asking Wilmington to upgrade facilities. He further questioned, after we have spent $2.4 million thinking that was the end of the path, we now are being told we are not at the end? Councilman Thompson reminded everyone that the Council decides what will be provided no matter what they want. The City Council does not have to upgrade anything. Councilman Thompson expressed concern about the repeated discussion and time spent arguing about this and the history every month. He felt the Mayor should cut it off.


Mayor Jones reminded the Council that about three meetings ago Council instructed the Manager to begin contract negotiations. The Manager has talked to them and he as Mayor has talked to them and we are awaiting a proposal from the franchise at which time the Council can further negotiate a contract. The burden is not entirely the City’s to do necessary improvements. The franchise owner offered two (2) years ago to invest in the facilities and equipment to offset certain City expenditures for a long-term contract. Since the City did not accept the offer and give the long-term contract, the City had to complete the facilities including those they had offered to fund. They are interested in providing funding for other improvements, but they cannot afford to do so without a longer term contract.



Councilman Horton stated no one had asked him, but he favors a long-term contract. He also commented that the Mayor had received a request that the Council vote on beer a couple of months ago. Councilman Horton questioned whether we were going to vote on beer and he was thinking we might vote on it tonight. The Mayor responded that it was his opinion it would not be considered as an individual item. Councilman Thompson stated that was not on this agenda.


Councilman Nelson commented on the involvement of the Chamber of Commerce who recently passed a resolution in support of a contract and he noted that in his opinion this revolves around the sale of beer. Councilman Nelson expressed concern that they apparently do not want the contract unless they can sell beer and that this is an attempt to divide us over that issue. He reminded everyone that a reason the Council did not vote for the ten (10) year contract was because it included the sale of beer for a ten year period. The Council in only a couple of weeks was able to come up with an alternative agreement for the short-term that allowed the team to play on the field. Councilman Nelson was not interested in incentives that are dangled like carrots to get him to support the sale of beer to keep the team.


Councilman Thompson referring to the “level of play” comment reminded everyone these are college age kids looking for a place to play and they cannot afford to provide their own housing. Instead, they live with host families in the community and the City only provides the stadium they want to use.  Councilman Ballou reiterated his belief that the facility needs must be addressed. Councilman Nelson inquired whether Councilman Ballou was in favor allowing them to sell beer. Councilman Ballou stated that decision was not on the table tonight. Councilman Nelson continued to comment that whoever is on the board when a decision is made 10 percent was not adequate for the City’s share of concessions.


Mayor Jones suggested the Manager inquire about the status of their expected proposal for terms of a lengthier contract. Councilman Nelson then commented to Councilman Horton that additional permanent bathroom facilities were needed, but they could not be built in time for last season so temporary rental units were utilized. Councilman Horton responded he was told that the rental units were adequate to meet the need.



Councilman Ballou then commented on the rates that other cities charge for these teams to use their facilities and noted that he was told we were at the top end of the scale. He questioned how we could justify higher charges if that is the case? He advised some cities do not even charge for use of their facilities. Councilman Horton then commented on the franchise being a for-profit entity and questioned whether they would be willing to share their books with the City to see how they did and whether they made a profit. Councilman Ballou responded that he asked that question of Buddy Bengal and he expressed concern about doing so in a public meeting exposing private financials for the newspaper. Councilman Horton asked if he would be willing to do so in a closed session for confidentiality. Councilman Ballou felt he would be willing to do so.


Councilman Cordova felt this topic had been discussed long enough and that no conclusions would be reached tonight, so discussion should end for this meeting and continue at a future work session or meeting if desired. Councilman Horton expressed concern that the Council can only discuss this legally as a group in a meeting and he desired to continue the dialogue tonight. Councilman Ballou inquired of the City Manager about his opinion on the discussions. The Mayor inserted that Councilman Cordova stated the opinion that the discussion should end tonight and the meeting adjourn. The Manager stated in response he could wait and that he looked forward to discussing the subject with the Council and the questions raised at the appointed time.


Councilman Horton expressed that he was not in a hurry and wanted to hear the Manager’s comments and that this was a big topic. The Mayor noted this was not listed on the agenda as a topic for tonight’s meeting and that the discussion could continue at another time. Councilman Nelson commented that it came up under Council Comments which was appropriate.


Mayor Jones then recognized a MOTION by Councilman Cordova, seconded by Councilman Thompson to adjourn the meeting. The MOTION to adjourn was approved by a vote of 4-1 with Councilman Horton casting the dissenting vote.


VIII.
CLOSED SESSION AS PER G.S. 143.318.11TO APPROVE THE 
CLOSED 
SESSION MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2011 


[NOTE: The meeting adjourned so no discussion on the Closed Session Minutes of February 8, 2011 was held.]


The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.


_____________________________










Gerald A. Jones, Jr., Mayor


Attest:


__________________________


Janet Hill, Deputy Clerk
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