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Town Council Minutes     Tuesday, November 1, 2011 
Morehead City, North Carolina 
 
 The Honorable Council of the Town of Morehead City met in regular session on 
Tuesday, November 1, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., in the Municipal Building Auditorium at 202 South 
8th Street, Morehead City, North Carolina.  Those in attendance were: 
 
 MAYOR:    Gerald A. Jones, Jr. 
 MAYOR PRO-TEM:   Demus L. Thompson 
 COUNCILMEN:   George W. Ballou  
      Paul W. Cordova      
      David Horton  
                                                               John F. Nelson           
 CITY MANAGER:   R. Randy Martin 
 CITY CLERK:   Jeanne M. Giblin  
 CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE: Nelson Taylor, III, Derek Taylor, Michael Thomas 
 OTHERS:    Ernie Yeager; Ed Fulcher; Mark Hibbs, Reporter, 

THE CARTERET NEWS TIMES; Jane Capps, Anthony Juliana, Elizabeth Juliana, 
Mike Themus; Tom Kies; Diane Warrender; Craig K. Hassler; Bill Taylor; Garland 
Terry; Leigh Johnson, Roger Moffat, Claude Fournier; Bob Deans; Donna Getty; 
Christopher Johnson; Lila Faye Rich; Renee Coles; Eve Johnson; Linda Moffat; 
Richard Scibeck, Margaret Scibeck; Harvey Walker; Chuck Sewell, Jane Sewell and 
several other 

 
I. Regular Meeting, Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Councilman Thompson gave the 
invocation and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     
II. Special Presentation: Jane Capps on Behalf of The Salvation Army 
 Instructional Educational Seminar on “How to Ring the Bell!” 
 
 Mrs. Jane Capps spoke on behalf of the Salvation Army, an international organization 
known for its evangelical, social and charitable work. She made an appeal for the Council to 
participate in the Christmas Kettle Program, which involves volunteers standing outside 
businesses, and playing or singing Christmas carols, or ringing bells to inspire passersby to 
place donations inside the trademark red kettles.   She introduced Captains Elizabeth and 
Anthony Juliano of The Savation Army.  The organization has set aside Tuesday, December 
13, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon as Morehead City Town Council Day at the main 
entrance to Walmart. 
 
III. Adoption of the CONSENT AGENDA 
 
III.A. Approval of Minutes: Thursday, October 6, 2011, Special Meeting 
     Tuesday, October 11, 2011, Regular Meeting 
 
 Councilman Horton presented numerous corrections to the minutes of Thursday, 
October 6, 2011 and Tuesday, October 11, 2011.  In order to allow the City Clerk time to 
review the records, the Mayor recommended tabling the minutes. 
 
 Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Cordova, and carried 
unanimously, to table the minutes of Thursday, October 6, 2011, Special Meeting and 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011, Regular Meeting until the next regularly scheduled Council 
Meeting on Tuesday, December 13, 2011. 
             
III.B. Approve the Requests for Release of Overpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes  
 for October 2011, in the amount of $3,619.12; and Accept the Tax Collector  and 
Finance Director Reports for October 2011 
 
 Approved the requests for release of overpayment of ad valorem taxes for October 
2011, in the amount of $3,619.21; and accepted the Tax Collector and Finance Director 
Reports for October 2011. 
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III.C. Adopt Resolution 2011-36 Declaring Police Property [Vehicles] as Surplus 
 And Authorize for Disposal 
 
 Periodically the City needs to dispose of property that is deemed surplus.  The 
adoption of Resolution 2011-36 formally declares the specified police vehicles as surplus and 
authorizes the Police Chief to offer the items for sale via an online auction at 
www.propertyroom.com beginning Friday, November 18, 2011. 
 
 Adopted Resolution 2011-36 Declaring Police Property [Vehicles] as Surplus and 
Authorize for Disposal by the Police Chief at www.propertyroom.com beginning Friday, 
November 18, 2011.  [Resolution 2011-36 is attached to and made a part of these minutes.] 
 
III.D. Release and Spread Upon the Record Closed Session Minutes 
 
 The adoption of Resolution 2004-48 on October 12, 2004, implemented a policy 
whereby the approved and sealed minutes of closed sessions were to be periodically 
reviewed by the City Manager and City Clerk as to their content and the ability to be released 
and spread upon the record.  The open meetings law permits a public body to withhold the 
minutes or general account of a closed session from public inspection for “so long as the 
public inspection would frustrate the purpose of a closed session”.  Consistent with Council 
policy, the following closed session minutes have been deemed to be appropriate for release 
at this time: 
 
Wednesday, October 13, 2004   Little Nine Road Extension 
 
Tuesday, January 11, 2005   Property Acquisition and Disposal -- Little 
       Nine Road Extension Right of Way 
 
Wednesday, November 7, 2007   Industrial Recruitment -- Radio Island 
 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009   Emma Dudley Property, 1202 Avery Street 
       -- Tax Foreclosure 
 
Monday, November 22, 2010   Property Acquisition – Mariner’s Point 
 
 Released the CLOSED SESSION Minutes of Wednesday, October 13, 2004 regarding 
the Little Nine Road Extension; Tuesday, January 11, 2005 regarding property acquisition 
and disposal – Little Nine Road Extension right-of-way; Wednesday, November 7, 2007 
regarding industrial recruitment on Radio Island; Wednesday, April 29, 2009 regarding the 
Emma Dudley Property at 1202 Avery Street tax foreclosure; and Monday, November 22, 
2010 regarding property acquisition at Mariner’s Point.   
 
 
 Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Ballou, and carried 
unanimously to adopt the CONSENT AGENDA in one [1] motion.   
 
IV. Old Business: Approve the Morehead City Train Depot Rental Rate  
    Adjustment Proposal 
 
 Manager Martin reported at the October 11, 2011, Town Council Meeting, that the 
Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association [DMCRA] did a rate comparison of event 
rental locations in Morehead City.  The DMCRA by contract with the City manages the rental 
activities at the Depot.  The rates show that the Train Depot is the least expensive of all 
venues studied.  The current fee structure was developed by the Parks & Recreation 
Department and has not changed since the Depot opened in 2006.  While the intent is to 
provide affordable meeting/event space to our citizens, businesses and other users, there are 
costs associated with the service for both the DMCRA and the City.  The current rental fees 
are forwarded upon collection through the Parks & Recreation Department and offset facility 
cleaning, repairs and maintenance costs. 
 
 The Council reviewed the proposed fees and did not reach a consensus. Councilman 
Nelson recommended deferring action on the Morehead City Train Depot rental rate 
adjustment proposal and sending it back to the Public Works Committee of the Council for 
further review. 
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 Manager Martin reported that the Public Works Committee of the Council met on 
October 27, 2011, and reviewed the proposed recommended fees again.  The Committee 
recommended increasing the refundable deposit to $100 and add a minimum of a two [2] 
hour lease charge.  The Committee recommended removing the word “key” from the 
Refundable Deposit.  After comparing the proposed fees to other available facilities, the 
Public Works Committee of the Council recommended approval in an attempt to more 
adequately offset the operating and maintenance costs of the facility. 
 
 Councilman Horton questioned the raising of the fees.  He continued that comparing 
the rates to those charged by The History Place or the Civic Center was not right in that the 
Train Depot is tax funded just like the City does not charge for the use of City parks to play 
tennis and soccer.  He continued that he felt the rental of the depot was a public service. 
 
 Manager Martin replied that the Train Depot rental is half of what is charged by The 
History Place.   
 
 Councilman Nelson commented that the City would like to invest in better equipment 
and it takes money to do this and to operate the facilities.  He felt it was fair to charge the 
users of the facility. 
 
 Councilman Ballou commented that he felt the rates proposed were very fair. 
 
 Tom Kies, the Director of the Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association 
[DMCRA] commented that the Train Depot is very much a City property and the DMCRA tries 
to make sure that everyone in the City has access to it.  The fees will go toward its 
maintenance. 
 
 Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Thompson, to approve 
the Morehead City Train Depot Rental Rate Adjustment Proposal as recommended.  
The motion carried with a vote of four [4] to one [1] with Councilman Horton voting 
against. 
 
V. Citizen Requests/Comments:  [2 minute time limit] 
 
 Leigh Johnson of 704 Lands End Road, Morehead City, requested an apology from 
Mayor Jones to Councilman Horton, the Parent Teacher Organization [PTO] and the 
Morehead Elementary School students for his response to a PTO notice which was sent 
home to the students endorsing Councilman Horton for Mayor. 
 
 Larry Land of 700 Blair Pointe Road, Morehead City spoke about the City’s procedure 
in initially acquiring Rotary Park from a group of investors of which he was a member. 
 
 Rene Coles of 201 Lands End Road, Morehead City read a letter from Brenda Rocci of 
the PTO in which Ms. Rocci stated she was responsible for the mistake in the PTO letter 
which was sent home to students and she was dismayed by Mayor Jones response to the 
PTO letter in THE CARTERET NEWS TIMES article. 
 
 Craig Hassler of 1904 Arendell Street requested the City’s support in applying for a 
North Carolina fishing grant to do an oyster reef at the southwestern end of Sugarloaf Island. 
 
VI. City Manager’s Report: Jib Property Update 
 
 City Manager Martin read a letter from Carteret Ventures Partnership from Doug Brady 
which stated that at the time the City purchased the property from this organization it was the 
impression of the organization that the City considered the price a fair deal.  However, if the 
City at this time is having second thoughts about the acquisition of the Jib property, Carteret 
Ventures Partnership has a group that would be interested in purchasing the property for the 
price the City paid under certain listed circumstances.  
 
 Councilman Horton stated he favored selling the property back to the owner. 
 
 Both Councilmen Nelson and Thompson commented they did not want to consider 
selling the property. 
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 Councilman Ballou commented that he did not want the City to sell the property as it 
would interfere with the plans of the Big Rock organization on the site. 
 
 Manager Martin also reported that the Council will need to have a Special Meeting 
before the December 13th Reorganizational Meeting to take care of some items such as 
budget amendments, Closed Session items, a request from the Planning Department, etc. 
 
VII. Council Requests/Comments 
 
 Councilman Horton spoke about the incident reported in THE CARTERET NEWS 
TIMES of a donation he and his wife made to the Morehead Primary School and the 
subsequent PTO letter endorsing his candidacy for Mayor.   
 
 Councilman John Nelson spoke about the past years of his tenure as a Councilman 
and he commented that it was his understanding with regard to the Jib property that Maggie 
Chalk was to do preliminary drawings with the understanding that her firm would be the 
architect for the project.  He continued that the Jib project was a vision for Morehead City and 
he hoped that the new Council would continue to pursue the project.  He then presented a 
“State of the City” Update detailing the last few years of the present Council’s 
accomplishments. 
 
 In conclusion, Mayor Jones requested that all the candidates should focus on what 
they have done for the community for the last week of the municipal campaign. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
        TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY 
 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Gerald A. Jones, Jr., Mayor 
Attest: 
____________________________ 
Jeanne M. Giblin, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Councilman Thompson gave the invocation and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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The Honorable Council of the Town of Morehead City met in regular session on Tuesday, November 1, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., in the Municipal Building Auditorium at 202 South 8th Street, Morehead City, North Carolina.  Those in attendance were:
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Demus L. Thompson
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David Horton 
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CITY MANAGER:


R. Randy Martin



CITY CLERK:


Jeanne M. Giblin 


CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE:
Nelson Taylor, III, Derek Taylor, Michael Thomas



OTHERS:



Ernie Yeager; Ed Fulcher; Mark Hibbs, Reporter, THE CARTERET NEWS TIMES; Jane Capps, Anthony Juliana, Elizabeth Juliana, Mike Themus; Tom Kies; Diane Warrender; Craig K. Hassler; Bill Taylor; Garland Terry; Leigh Johnson, Roger Moffat, Claude Fournier; Bob Deans; Donna Getty; Christopher Johnson; Lila Faye Rich; Renee Coles; Eve Johnson; Linda Moffat; Richard Scibeck, Margaret Scibeck; Harvey Walker; Chuck Sewell, Jane Sewell and several other

I.
Regular Meeting, Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance


Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., Councilman Thompson gave the invocation and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.


II.
Special Presentation:
Jane Capps on Behalf of The Salvation Army 
Instructional Educational Seminar on “How to Ring the Bell!”



Mrs. Jane Capps spoke on behalf of the Salvation Army, an international organization known for its evangelical, social and charitable work. She made an appeal for the Council to participate in the Christmas Kettle Program, which involves volunteers standing outside businesses, and playing or singing Christmas carols, or ringing bells to inspire passersby to place donations inside the trademark red kettles.   She introduced Captains Elizabeth and Anthony Juliano of The Savation Army.  The organization has set aside Tuesday, December 13, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon as Morehead City Town Council Day at the main entrance to Walmart.

III.
Adoption of the CONSENT AGENDA

III.A.
Approval of Minutes:
Thursday, October 6, 2011, Special Meeting







Tuesday, October 11, 2011, Regular Meeting



Councilman Horton presented numerous corrections to the minutes of Thursday, October 6, 2011 and Tuesday, October 11, 2011.  In order to allow the City Clerk time to review the records, the Mayor recommended tabling the minutes.



Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Cordova, and carried unanimously, to table the minutes of Thursday, October 6, 2011, Special Meeting and Tuesday, October 11, 2011, Regular Meeting until the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting on Tuesday, December 13, 2011.


III.B.
Approve the Requests for Release of Overpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes 

for October 2011, in the amount of $3,619.12; and Accept the Tax Collector 
and Finance Director Reports for October 2011


Approved the requests for release of overpayment of ad valorem taxes for October 2011, in the amount of $3,619.21; and accepted the Tax Collector and Finance Director Reports for October 2011.

III.C.
Adopt Resolution 2011-36 Declaring Police Property [Vehicles] as Surplus



And Authorize for Disposal



Periodically the City needs to dispose of property that is deemed surplus.  The adoption of Resolution 2011-36 formally declares the specified police vehicles as surplus and authorizes the Police Chief to offer the items for sale via an online auction at www.propertyroom.com beginning Friday, November 18, 2011.



Adopted Resolution 2011-36 Declaring Police Property [Vehicles] as Surplus and Authorize for Disposal by the Police Chief at www.propertyroom.com beginning Friday, November 18, 2011.  [Resolution 2011-36 is attached to and made a part of these minutes.]

III.D.
Release and Spread Upon the Record Closed Session Minutes



The adoption of Resolution 2004-48 on October 12, 2004, implemented a policy whereby the approved and sealed minutes of closed sessions were to be periodically reviewed by the City Manager and City Clerk as to their content and the ability to be released and spread upon the record.  The open meetings law permits a public body to withhold the minutes or general account of a closed session from public inspection for “so long as the public inspection would frustrate the purpose of a closed session”.  Consistent with Council policy, the following closed session minutes have been deemed to be appropriate for release at this time:


Wednesday, October 13, 2004


Little Nine Road Extension


Tuesday, January 11, 2005


Property Acquisition and Disposal -- Little









Nine Road Extension Right of Way


Wednesday, November 7, 2007


Industrial Recruitment -- Radio Island


Wednesday, April 29, 2009


Emma Dudley Property, 1202 Avery Street 






-- Tax Foreclosure


Monday, November 22, 2010


Property Acquisition – Mariner’s Point



Released the CLOSED SESSION Minutes of Wednesday, October 13, 2004 regarding the Little Nine Road Extension; Tuesday, January 11, 2005 regarding property acquisition and disposal – Little Nine Road Extension right-of-way; Wednesday, November 7, 2007 regarding industrial recruitment on Radio Island; Wednesday, April 29, 2009 regarding the Emma Dudley Property at 1202 Avery Street tax foreclosure; and Monday, November 22, 2010 regarding property acquisition at Mariner’s Point.  


Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Ballou, and carried unanimously to adopt the CONSENT AGENDA in one [1] motion.  

IV.
Old Business:
Approve the Morehead City Train Depot Rental Rate 




Adjustment Proposal


Manager Martin reported at the October 11, 2011, Town Council Meeting, that the Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association [DMCRA] did a rate comparison of event rental locations in Morehead City.  The DMCRA by contract with the City manages the rental activities at the Depot.  The rates show that the Train Depot is the least expensive of all venues studied.  The current fee structure was developed by the Parks & Recreation Department and has not changed since the Depot opened in 2006.  While the intent is to provide affordable meeting/event space to our citizens, businesses and other users, there are costs associated with the service for both the DMCRA and the City.  The current rental fees are forwarded upon collection through the Parks & Recreation Department and offset facility cleaning, repairs and maintenance costs.



The Council reviewed the proposed fees and did not reach a consensus. Councilman Nelson recommended deferring action on the Morehead City Train Depot rental rate adjustment proposal and sending it back to the Public Works Committee of the Council for further review.


Manager Martin reported that the Public Works Committee of the Council met on October 27, 2011, and reviewed the proposed recommended fees again.  The Committee recommended increasing the refundable deposit to $100 and add a minimum of a two [2] hour lease charge.  The Committee recommended removing the word “key” from the Refundable Deposit.  After comparing the proposed fees to other available facilities, the Public Works Committee of the Council recommended approval in an attempt to more adequately offset the operating and maintenance costs of the facility.



Councilman Horton questioned the raising of the fees.  He continued that comparing the rates to those charged by The History Place or the Civic Center was not right in that the Train Depot is tax funded just like the City does not charge for the use of City parks to play tennis and soccer.  He continued that he felt the rental of the depot was a public service.



Manager Martin replied that the Train Depot rental is half of what is charged by The History Place.  



Councilman Nelson commented that the City would like to invest in better equipment and it takes money to do this and to operate the facilities.  He felt it was fair to charge the users of the facility.



Councilman Ballou commented that he felt the rates proposed were very fair.



Tom Kies, the Director of the Downtown Morehead City Revitalization Association [DMCRA] commented that the Train Depot is very much a City property and the DMCRA tries to make sure that everyone in the City has access to it.  The fees will go toward its maintenance.



Councilman Nelson MOVED, seconded by Councilman Thompson, to approve the Morehead City Train Depot Rental Rate Adjustment Proposal as recommended.  The motion carried with a vote of four [4] to one [1] with Councilman Horton voting against.

V.
Citizen Requests/Comments:  [2 minute time limit]


Leigh Johnson of 704 Lands End Road, Morehead City, requested an apology from Mayor Jones to Councilman Horton, the Parent Teacher Organization [PTO] and the Morehead Elementary School students for his response to a PTO notice which was sent home to the students endorsing Councilman Horton for Mayor.


Larry Land of 700 Blair Pointe Road, Morehead City spoke about the City’s procedure in initially acquiring Rotary Park from a group of investors of which he was a member.



Rene Coles of 201 Lands End Road, Morehead City read a letter from Brenda Rocci of the PTO in which Ms. Rocci stated she was responsible for the mistake in the PTO letter which was sent home to students and she was dismayed by Mayor Jones response to the PTO letter in THE CARTERET NEWS TIMES article.


Craig Hassler of 1904 Arendell Street requested the City’s support in applying for a North Carolina fishing grant to do an oyster reef at the southwestern end of Sugarloaf Island.

VI.
City Manager’s Report:
Jib Property Update


City Manager Martin read a letter from Carteret Ventures Partnership from Doug Brady which stated that at the time the City purchased the property from this organization it was the impression of the organization that the City considered the price a fair deal.  However, if the City at this time is having second thoughts about the acquisition of the Jib property, Carteret Ventures Partnership has a group that would be interested in purchasing the property for the price the City paid under certain listed circumstances. 



Councilman Horton stated he favored selling the property back to the owner.



Both Councilmen Nelson and Thompson commented they did not want to consider selling the property.



Councilman Ballou commented that he did not want the City to sell the property as it would interfere with the plans of the Big Rock organization on the site.



Manager Martin also reported that the Council will need to have a Special Meeting before the December 13th Reorganizational Meeting to take care of some items such as budget amendments, Closed Session items, a request from the Planning Department, etc.


VII.
Council Requests/Comments


Councilman Horton spoke about the incident reported in THE CARTERET NEWS TIMES of a donation he and his wife made to the Morehead Primary School and the subsequent PTO letter endorsing his candidacy for Mayor.  



Councilman John Nelson spoke about the past years of his tenure as a Councilman and he commented that it was his understanding with regard to the Jib property that Maggie Chalk was to do preliminary drawings with the understanding that her firm would be the architect for the project.  He continued that the Jib project was a vision for Morehead City and he hoped that the new Council would continue to pursue the project.  He then presented a “State of the City” Update detailing the last few years of the present Council’s accomplishments.



In conclusion, Mayor Jones requested that all the candidates should focus on what they have done for the community for the last week of the municipal campaign.



There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.










TOWN OF MOREHEAD CITY










___________________________










Gerald A. Jones, Jr., Mayor


Attest:


____________________________


Jeanne M. Giblin, City Clerk


